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Abstract : The objective of this paper is to discuss joint attention from the clinical stand-
point of relational development. Starting with review of the language-cognitive deficit the-
ory and problems inherent to the "theory of mind” deficit theory heretofore propounded as
the primary deficits of autism, the indispensable nature of the relational perspective in
considering the issue of development is discussed. To this end, the need to reexamine the
reason why relations between autistic children and their caregivers are difficult to start
with is described. In such relationships, the child's ambivalence regarding drive of relation
gives rise to disturbance in relationship with the caregiver, and motivational conflict be-
havior on the part of the child. This also precipitates attention deficit, which is believed to
be a principal factor in the difficulty of establishing relationships conducive to joint atten-

tion. To illustrate this perspective, the formative process of joint attention is examined
through actual cases depicting transformation in the parent-child relationship.
Jpn. J. Med. Psychol. Study Infants, 17 (1): 49-59, 2008
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